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Reckless Driving
Reckless driving in America has become rampant, leading to loss of lives and social problems such as suffering for the victims involved. Conflict as a sociological perspective can examine the relationship between the increased cases of reckless driving. The conflict theory views inequality as a contributing factor to social difference. Based on the conflict theory, society comprises two classes; the capitalist and the workers who compete over resources. The social classes then develop competition which further cultivates social inequality. Delaney (2017) claim that conflict theory considers the social and economic differences to cause deviant behavior. The approach also tries to examine the racial and gender issues and their relation to crime. Reckless driving among blacks living in Wisconsin is high as compared to Hispanic and white residents. The increased cases of careless driving among blacks are caused by the inequality within the system and police discrimination.
Racial discrimination is a significant cause of reckless driving among African Americans. The unemployment cases among blacks living in Wisconsin are high as compared to those of the whites. The blacks are being discriminated against in sectors within the economy, which affects their ability to secure jobs. Despite the high unemployment among blacks, from 2011 to 2018, there has been a 15.3 percent increase in black employment (Hughes, 2021). Black motorists in Wisconsin tend to drive for long hours searching for these jobs, which has led to their careless driving. Also, transit ridership in Milwaukee County has reduced, yet the blacks largely depended on employment. The reduction of black employment has made black motorists take long rides in search of jobs, and this is associated with reckless driving as these rides are tiresome. The conflict theory, in this case, explains the inequality created by society and how it contributes to reckless driving among blacks. For instance, African Americans cannot secure jobs due to an imbalance in the economy, which explains their reckless driving.
Lack of driver’s education also constitutes careless driving. The county of Milwaukee up to 2004 offered free driver’s training, which played a significant role in combating reckless driving. As the county government stopped funding the program, the low-income resident’s majority of the blacks, could no longer acquire the driving education. Even though the free program was reestablished in 2016, a fee of $35 was needed to receive a driver’s permit (Hughes, 2021). The different social classes were affected by the initiative as others acquired the training but failed to obtain the license. A report by the Wisconsin policy indicates that the death cases of African Americans caused by careless driving were twice compared to other races such as whites and Hispanics. From 2001 to 2018, it has been found out that there has been an increase of 74 percent of crash deaths among blacks while that of other races such as the whites reduced by 35 percent. The increased cases of reckless driving among African Americans are thus attributed to their lack of driving skills, and some tend to over-speed to avoid being charged for lack of driver’s license. The conflict theory applies in this aspect as the inequality in education creates a social difference. The disparity in education, therefore, causes careless driving among African Americans.
Also, the policies used by the police in pursuing vehicles are unfavorable to the blacks. Police officers have a narrow perspective that tends to stereotype African Americans as criminals. The authority of Wisconsin operates under the rules and policies established in 2010 that give them the right to pursue a vehicle whenever the car or the driver has participated in a violent crime. In such cases, the driver might drive carelessly, avoiding the police trailing. Such an approach is ineffective as the driver might not be a threat, yet the police perceive them in that manner. Giddens and Sutton (2021) claim that cases of blacks being harassed by the police have also been reported in many states, which develops a bad relationship between the African American and the police. Umberson (2017) argues that blacks being stereotyped as criminals and resisting arrest make them avoid interacting with the police at any chance, even if it means over-speeding. The narrow policies of the authority thus contribute to careless driving among the blacks in Wisconsin. The sociological perspective of conflict places emphasis on racial issues and their relation to crime. Stereotyping as a racial aspect, in this case, explains why the African Americans drive recklessly, and this results in high instances of crash deaths among blacks in Wisconsin (Whaley, 2018).
Careless driving is an issue that has raised significant concerns worldwide, not only in the state of Wisconsin. The blacks are mainly affected compared to the other races, and the causes can be examined using conflict as a sociology theory. The theory argues that inequality within the society creates social differences, making individuals behave in a particular manner. Reckless driving among the blacks in Wisconsin is caused by discrimination which caused an imbalance in opportunities, unfavorable policies by the police that stereotype blacks as criminals, and lack of driver’s training. African Americans are therefore disadvantaged due to social, economic inequality and racial issues. The problems caused by reckless driving have adverse effects, and the government, in collaboration with law enforcement, should find ways to mitigate the impact. While penalties are put in place for those who engage in careless driving, the government should also fund driver’s education and increase awareness of the dangers of reckless driving.
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